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Mr .  Speaker : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  Order-in-Council  53/47  herewith  submit  their 
report  for  consideration  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

The  Members  held  an  organization  meeting  in  Calgary,  followed  by  public 
hearings  in  Lethbridge,  Calgary,  and  Edmonton. 

During  the  course  of  their  public  hearings  written  briefs  were  sub¬ 
mitted  by  many  interested  organizations  and  individuals,  and  the  Committee  had  the 
privilege  of  questioning  the  various  representatives.  The  Committee  wish  to  ex¬ 
tend  their  sincere  thanks  to  the  organizations  and  interested  parties  who  co¬ 
operated  in  an  effort  to  place  all  the  pertinent  facts  before  us.  We  also  wish 
to  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Lakeside  Hutterite  Colony  for  the  opportunity  granted 
to  inspect  their  colony  and  gain  full  first-hand  information  regarding  its  opera¬ 
tion  . 


The  public  meetings  attracted  wide-spread  attention,  and  in  each  centre 
the  meetings  were  attended  by  a  large  number  of  interested  parties. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  list  of  the  briefs  presented  before  the  Committee, 
a  copy  of  O.C.  53/47,  and  ’’The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act,  as  amended".  Copies 
of  briefs  submitted  by  organizations  and  individuals  are  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Order-in-Council,  the  Committee  has  been  re¬ 
quested  to  report  on  the  following: 

(a)  The  Hutterite  problem  in  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

(b)  Whether  the  said  Act  should  be  continued  in  force,  and  if  so,  whether  it 
should  be  modified  or  amended  in  any  way. 

In  compliance  with  the  terms  above,  the  Committee  are  herewith  sub¬ 
mitting  their  report  and  recommendations  under  headings  (a)  and  (b) . 

(A)  THE  HUTTERITE  PROBLEM  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
HISTORY: 

In  order  to  give  a  proper  background  to  the  first  part  of  the  Report, 
the  Committee  feels  it- is  necessary  to  give  a  brief  history  of  the  Hutterian 
Brotherhood . 


The  Hutterian  Church  was  founded  in  Europe  during  the  Reformation, 
and  derives  its  name  from  one  of  the  founders,  Jacob  Hutter,  who  was  burned  at 

the  stake. 

During  the  course  of  several  centuries  they  were  forced,  for  various 
reasons,  to  move  from  country  to  country  until,  in  the  year  1879,  a  small  group 
came  to  America.  By  the  year  1914  several  colonies  had  settled  in  the  United 

States,  particularly  in  North  Dakota. 

During  the  first  World  War  they  had  difficulties  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  result  that  all  but  a  few  colonies  moved  to  Alberta  and  Manitoba,  the 
first  in  1918  and  the  last  in  1934-  A  list  of  present  colonies  in  Alberta,  with 
approximate  population  and  acreage,  is  included  in  this  Report. 
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The  chief  differences  between  the  tenets  of  most  evangelical  churches 
and  those  of  the  Hutterite  Church  are,  (according  to  one  brief),  as  follows: 

"(l)  Their  belief  in  having  all  their  property  in  bommon. 

(2)  Their  belief  in  non-resistance. 

(3)  They  do  not  take  oaths. 

(4)  They  do  not  take  or  hold  public  office. 

(5)  They  baptize  only  upon  ’profession  of  faith'." 

COMMUNAL  LIFE: 


Organization 

The  communal  life  as  practised  by  the  Hutterian  Brethren  is  an 
integral  part  of  their  religious  belief;  having  for  its  Scriptural  foundation 
Acts  2-44  and  45.  Each  colony  has  a  manager  (householder),  a  preacher  (minister), 
sometimes  an  assistant  preacher,  and  from  one  to  five  trustees,  depending  on  the 
size  of  the  colony.  These  are  the  leaders  of  the  colony.  They  are  all  elected 
by  majority  vote  of  the  male  members.  They  may  be  removed  from  office  by  a  two- 
thirds  majority.  In  addition  to  these  leaders,  each  operation  on  the  colony  has 
its  own  boss.  There  is  the  Dairyman,  the  Sheep-man,  the  Poultry-man,  the  Hog- 
man,  the  Carpenter,  the  Blacksmith,  etc.  Each  of  these  men  has  complete  authority 
over  his  department  and  complete  responsibility  for  its  success.  These  posi¬ 
tions  are  also  filled  by  majority  vote. 

The  life  of  the  Hutterite  is  referred  to  as  communal  because  all 
property  is  held  in  common.  This  means  that  all  the  capital  stock  such  as  land, 
machinery,  buildings,  etc.,  is  owned  by  the  colony  as  a  whole,  and  is  adminster- 
ed  by  the  leaders  on  behalf  of  the  membership.  However,  it  should  also  be  noted 
that  each  person  shares  equally  with  his  fellow-members  in  the  distribution  of 
consumer  goods  and  all  those  possessions  which  contribute  to  a  standard  of  liv¬ 
ing  -  i.e.,  food,  clothing,  shelter,  labor-saving  devices,  furniture  and  house¬ 
hold  equipment,  etc.  The  basis  of  distribution  is  "to  each  according  to  his 
need,  in  equal  measure  with  his  fellow  members". 

The  life  of  the  Hutterite  is  also  termed  communal  because  meals  are 
prepared  in  a  common  kitchen  and  are  eaten  in  a  common  dining  room.  Laundry  is 
washed  in  a  common  laundry. 

Dwellings  are  individual,  each  family  having  its  own  living  quarters. 
These  are  suites  of  one,  two,  or  three  rooms,  depending  on  the  size  of  the 
family.  These  suites  constitute  living  quarters  only,  there  being  no  necessity 
for  dining  room  or  kitchen  facilities,  due  to  the  fact  that  all  meals  are  pre¬ 
pared  and  eaten  in  a  central  place.  The  buildings  are  of  the  oblong  "barrack- 
type";  there  are  from  three  to  six  suites  to  a  building.  The  buildings  are,  in 
most  cases,  built  by  the  colony’s  carpenters. 

The  furniture  is  simple,  but  well  constructed,  and  is  also  produced, 
for  the  most  part,  in  the  carpenters'  shops.  These  shops  are  well  equipped 
with  the  latest  tools  and  power-driven  lathes. 

A  complete  well-equipped  shoe  repair  shop  is  maintained  on  most 
colonies,  and  some  colonies  manufacture  their  own  shoes.  Quality  of  workman¬ 
ship  appears  to  be  high.  The  clothing,  which  is  hard-wearing,  simple  in  style, 
drab  or  subdued  in  color,  is  all  made  on  the  colony.  The  women  do  this  work 
with  the  use  of  the  sewing  machine  which  each  family  possesses.  From  wool 
raised  on  the  colony  they  spin  yarn  which,  among  other  things,  is  used  for 
stockings,  -  these  are  knit  by  machine. 

In  the  colony  visited,  the  bread  and  rolls  are  baked  in  large 
commercial- type  bake  ovens,  such  as  would  be  found  in  any  small  modern  bakery. 

The  laundry  is  also  done  by  mechanical  power-driven  washing 
machines  of  the  commercial  revolving-drum  variety;  and  the  clothes  are  dried 
by  power-driven  centrifugal  force  driers.  This  laundry  equipment  is  built  by 
the  carpenters  and  metal  workers  on  the  colony. 
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Dough  mixing,  cream  separating,  churning  of  butter  is  also  done  by 
power-driven  equipment. 

In  this  colony  the  work  is  organized  on  a  routine  duty  roster  basis, 
with  the  members  taking  turns  week  about,  in  the  performance  of  the  various 
tasks.  For  instance,  three  women  may  have  the  duty  of  cooking  for  this  week, 
next  week  it  will  be  another  three,  and  so  on  until  all  who  are  eligible  for 
this  work  have  had  their  turn.  The  same  procedure  is  used  for  milking,  baking, 
dish  washing  and  all  other  colony  chores.  The  specialists  have  their  helpers 
too,  each  of  the  young  men  being  liable  for  assignment  to  help  the  Dairyman, 
Poultryman,  Carpenter  or  Mechanics,  if  and  when  help  is  needed. 

It  would  appear  that  any  modern  device  which  is  of  a  labor-saving 
nature,  or  of  practical  value  to  the  colony,  is  quite  acceptable,  and  is  not 
looked  upon  as  an  unnecessary  luxury.  However,  such  modern  devices  as  are 
primarily  for  entertainment  or  pleasure  have  no  place  in  colony  life.  Thus, 
there  are  no  radios,  pianos,  or  other  musical  instruments.  They  will  use  trucks, 
but  not  automobiles. 

AGRICULTURE: 

The  Hutterites,  always  having  followed  the  occupation  of  Agriculture 
previous  to  coming  to  Alberta,  naturally  followed  the  same  occupation  when 
settling  in  this  Province. 

Believing  in  the  communal  way  of  life,  we  find  in  several  parts  of 
this  Province  agricultural  colonies.  Most  of  these  being  situated  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  Province,  it  may  be  of  some  interest  to  this  Legislature 
to  have  a  brief  picture  of  these  colonies. 

As  each  colony  is  under  the  leadership  of  two  spiritual  and  one 
business  leader,  the  business  of  the  colony  is  conducted  by  these  men  on  a  purely 
communal  basis,  everything  raised  and  sold  being  the  property  of  the  whole 
colony. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Hutterite  Colonies  used  the  older  methods 
of  agriculture,  but  on  some  colonies  you  now  find  modern  farm  machinery,  to¬ 
gether  with  modern  agricultural  methods. 

It  might  interest  the  Hon.  Members  of  this  Legislature  to  see  how  one 
colony,  namely,  the  Lakeside  Colony,  east  of  Lethbridge,  operates.  This  colony 
is,  more  or  less,  a  pattern  for  other  colonies.  On  the  Lakeside  farm  you  will 
find  the  latest  in  farm  machinery;  there  ware  three  Diesel  caterpillar  tractors, 
modern  tillers,  seeders  and  other  cultivating  machinery.  We  also  found  a 
combine,  threshing  machine,  stook  loader,  and  a  repair  shop. 

As  the  women  apparently  look  after  the  milking,  there  were  no  milking 
machines;  but  there  was  a  very  efficient  dairy  room,  together  with  ice  and  cold 
storage  rooms,  in  which  is  stored  considerable  perishable  food. 

Cattle,  sheep,  hogs  and  poultry  (particularly  geese  and  ducks)  seem 
to  be  *the  main  source  of  meat  supply.  The  two  latter  are  very  essential,  as 
feathers  and  down  are  used  for  pillows  and  mattresses. 

It  is  apparent  that  these  colonies,  with  their  modern  farm  machinery 
and  abundance  of  help,  are  in  no  sense  over-worked. 

They  are,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  isolated,  self-contained  units 
in  the  social  and  economic  life  of  this  Province. 

EDUCATION : 

Education  forms  the  background  of  society  and  conditions  the  manner 
in  which  governments  function.  An  adequate  system  of  public  education  is  a  per- 
requisite  to  a  successful  Democracy.  It  is  the  medium  that  brings  together  and 
resolves  the  composite  sects  and  racial  groups  in  this  country  into  Canadians. 

In  its  broad,  philosophical  aspect  it  provides  the  means  whereby  the  individual 
may  obtain  a  better  enjoyment  of  life,  and  may  become  more  useful  citizens  who 
can  make  some  contribution  to  the  country  that  shelters  them. 
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Briefs  in  connection  with  the  Hutterite  educational  problem  have  been 
submitted  by  the  Alberta  School  Trustees'  Association,  the  Lethbridge  School 
Division,  and  the  St.  Mary's  School  Division.  Almost  all  organizations  which 
submitted  briefs  pointed  out  the  Hutterite  school  situation  as  inadequate,  and 
that  it  will  not  fit  the  Hutterite  children  for  a  place  in  our  Canadian  way  of 
life.  Many  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  school  authorities  should  make  every 
possible  effort  to  see  that  all  school  regulations  are  carried  out. 

The  Hutterite  child  attends  kindergarten  at  a  very  young  age,  and 
receives  one  year's  instruction  in  German  before  starting  the  English  class. 

This  has  sometimes  made  it  very  difficult  for  the  teacher  who  must  first  teach 
the  English  language  to  the  pupils. 

The  briefs  received  stressed  the  fact  that  some  educational  facili¬ 
ties  are  lacking,  such  as  pianos,  radios,  phonographs,  and  other  equipment. 

Playground  equipment  is  lacking  at  most  schools,  and  music  is  not 

encouraged . 


Although  attendance  is  good  and  discipline  average,  many  briefs 
stated  that  the  Hutterite  child  gets  weary  from  too  much  instruction,-  he  must 
attend  German  religious  classes  before  and  after  the  regular  school  hours. 

Correspondence  courses  are  taken  by  some  of  the  young  men  who  wish 
to  train  as  electricians,  carpenters,  mechanics,  shoemakers,  etc.,  etc. 

We  found  the  men  skilled  in  various  trades  that  make  the  colony  a 
modern  farming  unit.  The  young  men  are  a  good  average  in  field  husbandry. 

The  young  women  are  skilled  in  Household  Economics,  and  all  girls 
are  given  the  tools  for  this  work,  even  to  spinning  wheels,  with  which  they 
are  very  proficient. 

The  Hutterite  people  build  and  operate  their  own  schools  on  the 
colonies  and,  in  most  cases,  pay  the  full  cost  of  their  operation,  as  well  as 
the  full  amount  of  taxes  due  to  the  School  Division.  Their  school  buildings  are 
a  good  average  of  the  rural  one-room  type,  -  the  one  visited  by  the  Committee 
was  good.  The  Divisions  would  prefer  to  educate  the  Hutterite  children  in 
Divisional  schools,  as  there  is,  in  some  sections,  disruption  of  the  entire  set¬ 
up  of  centralization  of  rural  high  schools  with  the  present  arrangement. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  all  organizations  presenting  briefs  that  steps 
will  have  to  be  taken  to  enforce  more  strictly  the  regulations  of  The  School  Act. 

The  better  qualified  teachers  do  not  wish  to  teach  in  Hutterite 
Schools,  and,  thereby,  Hutterite  children  receive  somewhat  inferior  instruction. 
This  could  be  remedied  by  the  Hutterite  children  attending  the  larger  schools. 
Hutterite  children  have  only  ten  per  cent,  of  their  enrolment  in  the  Intermediate 
grades,  and  none  in  High  School.  Other  schools  (non  Hutterite)  have  twenty-five 
per  cent,  enrolment  in  Intermediate  grades  and  a  substantial  enrolment  in  Ilign 
Schools  and  Universities.  Hutterite  Schools  are  badly  over-crowded,  in  some 
cases  having  from  35  to  4S>  pupils  in  one  room. 

Briefs  received  indicate  that  the  majority  of  Hutterite  pupils  re¬ 
ceive  less  thaSi’  a  Grade  VIII  standing,  as  they  all  leave  school  at  fifteen 
years  of  age. 

The  Elders  have  stated  to  the  Committee  that  they  prefer  bo  keep  the 
young  people  of  the  colony  from  acquiring  a  higher  education  because  they  are 
most  anxious  that  their  young  people  shall  remain  on  the  land  as  farmers. 

THE  HUTTERITSS  IN  THE  MUNICIPALITIES. 

Many  briefs  were  presented  to  our  Committee  by,  and  on  behalf  of, 
individual  municipalities;  also  one  by  the  Alberta  Association  of  Municipal 

Districts . 
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•  As  Hutterites  are  engaged  exclusively  in  farming,  they  come  under 
uhe  jurisdiction  of  the  municipality  in  which  their  land  is  located.  Their  hold¬ 
ings  consist  of  approximately  180,000  acres  of  farm  land  in  Alberta.  There  are 
34  colonies  in  all,  with  an  average  of  5,000  acres,  or  between  eight  and  nine 
sections  of  land  for  each  colony.  The  Hutterites  number  slightly  over  4>000 
people,  which  would  mean  an  average  of  over  120  persons  to  a  colony.  From  in¬ 
formation  presented  to  the  Committee,  the  following  facts  are  noted: 

(1)  The  Hutterites  believe  in  communal  living,  or  colony  life  and  owner¬ 
ship  in  common.  All  property  is  owned  in  common.  No  Hutterite  member  is  the 
sole  owner  of  any  property. 

(2)  The  Hutterites'  land  is  assessed  and  taxed  on  the  same  basis  as  other 
farm  land  in  the  same  municipality.  They  pay  all  municipal  and  school  district 
taxes  which  may  be  levied  against  their  holdings.  There  are  no  arrears  of  taxes 
in  any  community  or  school  district.  For  income  tax  purposes  each  colony  is 
classed  as  a  corporation. 

(3)  The  Hutterites  pay  for  the  upkeep  of  their  private  schools  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  regular  school  district  taxes. 

(4)  The  Hutterites  care  for  the  welfare  of  all  persons  in  the  colony. 

The  aged,  sick  and  unemployed  are  provided  for  without  help  from  the  municipal¬ 
ity.  They  do  not  accept  Old  Age  Pensions,  Mothers'  Allowances,  agricultural 

or  other  relief,  or  free  hospitalization;  but  some  of  the  colonies  accept  the 
Family  Allowance. 

(5)  The  Hutterites  are  a  peaceful,  law-abiding  people,  and  seldom  appear 
in  court  actions. 

(6)  The  Hutterites  do  not  exercise  the  franchise  in  any  elections.  They 
do  not  hold  any  municipal  or  school  district  office. 

(7)  The  children  of  Hutterites  stay  in  the  colony  and  work  there.  They 
seldom  accept  any  work  outside  the  colony  whatever.  They  have  little  opportunity, 
therefore,  of  knowing  anything  about  the  world  outside  the  colony.  They  know 
only  what  they  are  taught  in  the  colony  and  the  communal  way  of  life.  Apparent¬ 
ly  they  are  taught  little  regarding  their  duty  as  individuals  to  the  municipal¬ 
ity,  the  province,  or  the  nation. 

(8)  The  communal  way  of  life  interferes  with  all  municipal  activities 
such  as  playgrounds,  sports,  electrical  and  telephone  extensions,  and  various 
other  community  enterprises.  The  larger  the  holdings  of  communal  groups,  the 
greater  is  the  responsibility  passed  on  to  the  remainder  of  the  people  living 
in  that  municipality. 


In  the  briefs  presented  by  the'  municipalities,  great  fear  is  ex¬ 
pressed  that,  if  the  Hutterites  are  permitted  to  extend  their  present  holdings, 
they  will  become  an  ever-increasing  problem  in  each  municipal  district  where 
they  are  located.  They  state  that,  owing  to  the  prosperous  years  brought  about 
by  the  war-time  economy,  the  Hutterites  have  accumulated  sufficient  funds  to 
acquire  further  large  blocks  of  land  which,  it  is  believed,  would  interfere  with 
the  veterans'  rehabilitation  plans. 

In  the  brief  presented  by  the  Alberta  Association  of  Municipal 
Districts  it  was  pointed  out  that  at  the  convention  held  in  November,  1946, 

204  councillors  were  present,  representing  52  municipal  districts  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince.  At  this  convention  the  Hutterite  problem  was  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted:  (  QUOTE  ) 

"Resolved  that  the  Government  be  requested  to  maintain  the  present  legislation, 
an  Act  Prohibiting  Hutterites  from  Buying  or  Renting  Land.  (  END  QUOTATION  ) 
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This  brief  further  states  as  follows:  (QUOTE) 

"That  the  Hutterites  be  given  to  understand  that  the  present  restriction  will  in 
any  event  be  continued  until  the  several  colonies  demonstrate  a  readiness  and 
desire  to  identify  themselves  more  fully  with  our  common  language  and  our  national 
habits  and  customs  of  life.  People  who  are  not  prepared  to  assume  the  burdens, 
liabilities  and  duties  of  citizenship  should  not  be  entitled  to  claim  all  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  the  State. 

That  special  agents  of  the  Government  be  appointed  to  work  with  them  with  a  view 
to  encouraging  them  to  assume  more  fully  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship." 

(END  QUOTATION) 


In  conclusion,  the  Committee  wish  to  say  that  the  information  presented 
in  this  part  of  the  report  is,  in  their  opinion,  a  fair  statement  of  the  situation 
as  it  appeared  in  the  briefs  and  presentations  received  during  their  deliberations. 

It  is  our  considered  opinion  that  the  conditions  which  prompted  the 
passing  of  The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act  still  exist,  and  that  the  communal  form 
of  living  will  continue  to  be  a  matter  of  concern  to  the  people  of  Alberta  unless 
regulations  can  be  applied  which  will,  in  the  public  interest,  control  the 
expansion  or  increase  of  communal  groups. 

The  Committee  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  listed  under  section  (b),  which  we  believe  will  be  a  fair  and  equitable 
solution  of  the  problem. 
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Recommendations  of  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  to  study  the 
Hutterite  problem  in  the  Province  of  Alberta 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  before  The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act  being 
chapter  15  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1944>  expires,  a  new  Act  should  be  passed 
incorporating  the  recommendations  of  your  Committee  which  are  as  follows: 

1.  That  the  land  held  or  operated  whether  as  owners  or  under  lease  or  in  any  other 
manner  by  a  group  of  persons  or  a  colony  as  "communal  property"  as  hereinafter  defined 
shall  not  be  increased  or  extended  beyond  the  amount  of  property  so  held  as  of  the  first 
day  of  March,  A.D.  1944; 

(a)  that  each  group  of  persons  or  colony  which  holds  land  as  "communal  property" 
be  required  to  submit  to  the  Government  a  list  of  the  land  held  or  operated  by 
it  as  owner  or  under  lease  or  in  any  other  manner  as  of  the  first  day  of  March, 
A.D.  1944; 

(b)  that  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the  second  recommendation  hereinafter 
made,  any  group  of  persons  or  colony  which  has  since  the  first  day  of  March, 
A.D.  1944  given  up  or  lost  any  part  of  its  land  holdings  for  irrigation  or 
other  public  purposes  should  be  permitted  to  increase  its  holdings  by  an 
amount  equal  to  the  portion  of  its  holdings  so  given  up  or  lost. 

2.  That  no  new  group  of  persons  or  colony  shall  be  permitted  to  acquire  "communal 
property"  whether  by  purchase  or  lease  except  under  the  following  conditions: 

(a)  no  group  of  persons  or  colony  shall  purchase  or  acquire  "communal  property" 
at  any  place  in  the  Province  situate  within  forty  miles  of  any  previously 
established  group  of  persons  or  colony  holding  "communal  property"; 

(b)  that  no  such  group  of  persons  or  colony  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  or 
acquire  an  area  of  land  in  any  part  of  the  Province  in  excess  of  6400  acres; 

(c)  that  no  such  group  of  persons  or  colony  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  or 
acquire  land  of  which  over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  total  acreage  is  under 
cultivation; 

(d)  that  no  person  in  the  Province  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  or  lease  to  a  group 
of  persons  or  colony,  any  land  to  be  held  as  "communal  property",  unless  such 
land  has  first  been  offered  for  sale  or  lease  under  the  provisions  of  The  Vet¬ 
erans  Land  Act,  and  such  offer  has  remained  open  for  a  period  of  sixty  days; 

(e)  that  no  provincial  lands  be  leased  by  the  Province  to  any  group  of  persons  or 
colony  to  be  held  as  "communal  property". 

3.  For  the  purpose  of  these  recommendations  "communal  property"  shall  mean  property 
held  by  any  group  of  persons  or  colony  established  for  the  purpose  of  owning  or  leasing 
land  in  common  where  no  individual  member  of  the  group  or  colony  has  any  individual 
right  of  ownership  in  the  property,  whether  the  legal  title  to  the  property  is  held  by 
the  group  or  colony  as  an  incorporated  company  or  held  by  trustees  for  the  benefit  of 
the  members  of  the  group  or  colony. 

3a.  That  a  board  or  committee  be  established  under  the  Act  to  determine  in  any  case 
whether  a  group  of  persons  or  colony  has  been  established  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
"communal  property"  or  whether  "communal  property"  is  so  held  by  any  group  of  persons 
or  colony,  and  that  there  may  be  an  appeal  to  bhe  Courts  from  the  finding  of  such  board 

or  committee. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Ivan  Casey 
Chairman 
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APPENDIX 


THE  LAND  SALES  PROHIBITION  ACT,  1944,  AS  AMENDED 


COMMITTEE  APPOINTED 

Edmonton,  Saturday,  January  18,  1947. 

Whereas  The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act  (being  Chapter  15  of  the  Statutes  of 
Alberta,  1944,  as  amended  by  Chapter  59  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1945,  and 
Chapter  54  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1946),  is  now  in  force  in  the  Province 
of  Alberta;  and 

• 

Whereas  (pursuant  to  Section  9a  thereof  as  amended  by  Section  1 
of  Chapter  54  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1946),  the  said  Act  shall  remain  in 
force  until  the  1st  day  of  May,  1947;  and 

Whereas  it  is  proper,  convenient  and  in  the  public  interest  that  a  study  be 
made  of  the  Hutterite  problem;  and 

Whereas  it  is  proper,  expedient  and  in  the  public  interest  that  a  committee 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  be  appointed  to  obtain  information  regarding  colonies 
or  societies  of  Hutterites  or  Hutterite  Brethren,  and  to  bring  in  a  report  or 
reports  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  as  to: 

(a)  the  Hutterite  problem  in  the  Province  of  Alberta; 

(b)  whether  the  said  Act  should  be  continued  in  force,  and  if  so,  whether 
it  should  be  modified  or  amended  in  any  way; 

Therefore,  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  Executive  Council,  has  been  pleased  to  order  that: 

(a)  the  following  persons,  being  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Province  of  Alberta,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  for  the  said 
purpose : 

Ivan  Casey,  of  High  River,  Alberta, 

L.  C.  Halmrast,  of  Lucky  Strike,  Alberta, 

H.  G.  Hammell,  of  Carstairs,  Alberta, 

'H.  B.  Macdonald,  of  4236  Elbow  Drive,  Calgary,  Alberta, 

F.  C.  Colborne,  of  1507 -25th  Avenue  West,  Calgary,  Alberta, 

and  that  Ivan  Casey,  shall  be  Chairman  of  the  committee; 

(b)  the  said  committee  shall  act  and  bring  in  its  report  to  the  Legislative 
Assembly  at  the  next  ensuing  Session; 


104 

(c)  the  appointment  of  the  said  committee  shall  be  subject  to  ratification 
by  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

R.  A.  ANDISON, 

Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council. 


(O.C.  53-47) 
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Legislative  Assembly 
of  the  Province  of  Alberta. 


Resolution  which  was  unanimously  passed  in 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  February  21st,  1947. 


Moved  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Manning,  seconded  by  the  Honour¬ 
able  Mr.  Maynard: 

Whereas  by  Order  in  Council  O.C.  53/47  dated  the  18th  day  of 
January,  1947,  Ivan  Casey  (Chairman),  L.G.  Halmrast,  H.G.  Hammell, 
H.B.  Macdonald  and  F.C.  Colborne  were  appointed  members  of  a 
committee  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  for  the  following  purpose: 
to  obtain  information  regarding  colonies  or  societies  of  Hutterite 
or  Hutterian  Brethren  and  to  bring  in  a  report  or  reports  and  make 
recommendations  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  as  to: 

(a)  The  Hutterite  problem  in  the  Province  of  Alberta; 

(b)  Whether  The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act,  being  chapter  15 
of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1944,  as  amended  by  chapter 
59  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1945,  and  chapter  54  of 
the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1946,  should  be  continued  in 
force,  and  if  so,  whether  it  should  be  modified  or  amend 
ed  in  any  way: 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  appointment  of  the  said  special 
committee  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved  and  confirmed  as  of 
the  18th  day  of  January,  1947,  and  that  the  said  committee  do  re¬ 
port  to  this  Assembly  at  the  present  Session  of  the  Legislature 
with  its  recommendations  as  to  the  matters  referred  to  it  by  the 
said  Order  in  Council. 

The  motion  being  proposed  Mr.  Speaker  declared  the  motion 
carried  unanimously. 
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19  4  4 
CHAPTER  15. 


An  Act  to  prohibit  the  Sale  of  Lands  to  any  Hutterites 
for  the  Duration  of  the  War. 

(Assented  to  March  1,  1944.) 

HIS  MAJESTY ,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
the  Province  of  Alberta,  enacts  as  follows: 

SHORT  TITLE. 

1 .  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  "The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act" . 

INTERPRETATION. 

2.  "Hutterite"  means  any  colony  or  society  of  Hutterites  or  Hutterian  Brethren 
whether  corporate  or  unincorporate,  and  any  member  of  a  Hutterite  colony  or 
society. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS. 

3c  No  person  either  by  himself  or  by  his  servant  or  agent  shall  sell  or  agree 
to  sell  any  land  to  any  Hutterite,  or  to  any  trustee  or  other  person  on  behalf 
of  any  Hutterite. 

4-  No  Hutterite  either  by  himself  or  by  his  servant  or  agent  or  by  his  trustee 
or  by  any  other  person  on  his  behalf,  shall  purchase,  agree  to  purchase,  or 
attempt  to  purchase  any  lands  or  enter  into  any  contract  or  agreement  which 
directly  or  indirectly  may  result  in  the  vesting  of  property  in  land  or  title 
to  land  in  any  Hutterite  or  in  any  trustee  or  other  person  on  behalf  of  any 
Hutterite . 

5.  No  person  shall  either  by  himself  or  by  his  servant  or  agent,  lease  or 
agree  to  lease  any  land  to  any  Hutterite,  and  no  Hutterite,  either  by  himself 
or  by  his  servant  or  agent  or  by  a  trustee  or  any  other  person  on  his  behalf, 
shall  lease  or  agree  to  lease  any  lands  or  occupy  or  enter  into  occupation 

of  any  lands  under  any  contract  or  agreement  of  any  kind. 

6. -(l)  Any  transfer,  contract  or  agreement  which  directly  or  indirectly  results 
or  may  result  in  the  vesting  of  property  in  land  or  title  to  land  in  any  Hutterite 
or  in  any  trustee  or  other  person  on  behalf  of  any  Hutterite,  and  any  lease, 
agreement  for  lease  or  other  agreement  of  the  nature  referred  to  in  section  5 
shall  be  utterly  null  and  void. 

(2)  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  renewal  from 

year  to  year  of  any  lease  granted  prior  to  the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  1944, 

or  of  any  lease  heretofore  granted  by  any  Department  of  the  Government  of  Alberta. 

7.  Any  money  paid  pursuant  to  any  transfer,  contract  or  agreement  or  pursuant 

to  any  lease,  agreement  for  lease  or  other  agreement  which  has  been  rendered 
null  and  void  by  the  provisions  of  section  6,  shall  be  a  debt  owing  by  the  per¬ 
son  to  whom  it  was  paid  to  the  person  by  whom  or  on  whose  behalf  it  was  paid, 

and  shall  be  recoverable  forthwith  by  such  last  mentioned  person  in  any  court 

of  competent  jurisdiction. 

B.-(l)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  subsection  (2)  of  section  6,  no  person 
shall  register  or  attempt  to  register  any  transfer  or  other  instrument  affect¬ 
ing  property  in  land  or  title  to  land  which  vests  any  right,  title  or  interest 
in  land  in  any  Hutterite  or  in  any  trustee  or  other  person  on  behalf  of  any 
Hutterite,  and  no  such  transfer  or  instrument  shall  knowingly  be  accepted  for 
registration  by  the  Registrar  of  any  Land  Titles  Office,  and  no  certificate  of 
title  to  any  land  shall  knowingly  be  granted  by  the  Registrar  to  any  Hutterite 
or  to  any  trustee  or  other  person  on  behalf  of  any  Hutterite. 

(2)  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  transfer  or 
other  instrument  made  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  any  contract  or  agreement 
entered  into  before  the  first  day  of  March,  1942. 
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LAND  SALES  PROHIBITION 


1944 


9.  Any  person  who  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  guilty  of 
an  offence  and  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than  two  thous¬ 
and  dollars,  or  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  or  to  both 
fine  and  imprisonment. 

10.  This  Act  shall  come  into  force  on  the  day  upon  which  it  is  assented  to. 
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CHAPTER  59. 

An  Act  to  amend  The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act. 

(Assented  to  March  28,  1945.) 

HIS  MAJESTY,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Alberta,  enacts  as  follows: 

1.  The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act,  being  chapter  15  of  the 
Statutes  of  Alberta,  1944,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  immediately 
at  the  end  of  section  9  thereof,  the  following  new  sections: 

n9a.  This  Act  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  in  the  war  in  which  Canada  is  now  engaged  with  the 
German  Reich  and  Japan,  and  for  one  year  thereafter. 

"9b.  This  Act  shall  have  no  application  to  any  transfer,  agree¬ 
ment  of  sale  or  other  instrument  with  respect  to  land  hereafter 
made  or  entered  into  between  a  Hutterite  or  Hutterites  and  another 
Hutterite  or  Hutterites  which  is  made  or  entered  into  pursuant  to 
or  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  any  transfer,  contract,  agreement  of 
sale,  lease,  option  or  other  agreement  made  or  entered  into  be¬ 
tween  such  parties  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March  1944." 

2.  This  Act  shall  come  into  force  on  the  day  upon  which  it  is 
ass en ted  to . 
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CHAPTER  54. 

An  Act  to  amend  The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act. 

(Assented  to  March  27,  1946.) 

HIS  MAJESTY,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Alberta,  enacts  as  follows: 

1.  The  Land  Sales  Prohibition  Act,  being  chapter  15  of  the 
Statutes  of  Alberta,  1944,  is  hereby  amended  as  to  section  9a  by 
striking  out  the  same  and  by  substituting  therefor  the  following: 

"9a.  This  Act  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  first  day  of 
May ,  1947  .  " 

2.  This  Act  shall  come  into  force  on  the  day  upon  which  it  is 
assented  to. 
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LIST  OF  BRIEFS  PRESENTED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  HEARINGS 


Hutterian  Brethren  of  Southern  Alberta  (Several  colonies) 
- Mr.  s.  Turcotte. 

Municipal  District  of  Warner,  No.  4  —  Mr.  Livingstone. 

Prairie  Farm  Rehabilitation  Office  -  Mr.  M.  Mann. 

Hutterian  Brethren  (Several  colonies  in  Calgary  area) 
-  Mr.  S.  R.  Vallance. 

Citizens'  Organization  (Beiseker  and  Irricana  District) 

- - Mr.  C.  Bond. 

Municipal  District  of  Serviceberry,  No.  43 

-  Mr.  f.  Ewing. 

Southern  Alberta  Citizens’  Committee  (34  organizations  and  municipalities  of 
Southern  Alberta)  - t - - - Mr.  J.  Harper  Prowse,  Sr. 

Alberta  Farmers'  Union  -  Mr.  Pharis. 

Cardston  Irrigation  and  Development  Committee 


-  Mr.  J.  S.  Smith. 

Canadian  Legion,  Alberta  Command  -  Mr.  D.  E.  Fraser. 

Hutterian  Fellowship  of  Raley  -  Mr.  W.  Huckvale. 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta - Mr.  W.  Ward. 

i 

Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  -  Mr.  P.  Baker. 

Lethbridge  School  Division  No.  7  -  Mr.  R.  Glover. 


Alberta  Association  of  Municipal  Districts 
_  Mr.  D.  Roberts. 

Alberta  School  Trustees’  Association  -  M r.  H.  Clement. 

Alberta  Farmers'  Union,  Local  No.  379-  Mr.  W.  Bur  bridge.. 


Granum  Board  of  Trade  - Mr.  G.  Gustensen. 

Brief  by  Mrs.  O' Nairn  -  Teacher. 

St.  Mary's  Farm  Forum  Group  -  Mrs.  Pharis. 


In  addition  to  the  briefs  above,  which  were  presented  by  representatives 
appearing  before  the  Committee,  there  were  a  large  number  of  briefs,  resolutions, 

1  c> f -t- p-p q  etc  from  many  interested  organizations  and  individuals.  The  information 
contained6 in " these  was  of  great  help  to  the  Committee  in  their  deliberations. 
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GOVERNMENT  OF  ALBERTA 
PROVINCIAL  LIBRARY 
Edmonton 


RULES 

1.  Books  may  be  kept  two  weeks  and  may  be 
renewed  once,  if  not  already  reserved. 

2.  A  fine  of  two  cents  a  day  will  be  charged 
on  each  book  which  is  not  returned 
according  to  the  above  rule.  No  book  will 
be  issued  to  any  person  incurring  such  a 
fine  until  it  has  been  paid. 

3.  All  injuries  to  books  beyond  reasonable 
wear  and  all  losses  should  be  made  good  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Librarian. 

4.  Each  borrower  is  held  responsible  for  all 
books  drawn  on  his  card  and  for  all  fines 
accruing  on  the  same. 


